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SUBJECT : VILLEURBANNE, MANOEUVRES CONTINUE ON THE LEFT 

1 . IN A MOVE WIDELY SEEN AS A PUBLIC RELATIONS EFFORT 
RATHER THAN A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL EVENT, THE COMMUNISTS 
FIRED ANOTHER SALVO IN THEIR LONG STANDING AND INCREASINGLY 
BITTER QUARREL WITH THE SOCIALISTS IN VILLEURBANNE. 

IN A RECENT INTERVIEW GIVEN TO THE OPPOSITION GAULT .1ST 
PAPER, L APPEL , COMMUNIST LEADER GEORGE MARCHAIS 
INDICATED THAT CERTAIN COMMUNIST CANDIDATES FOR THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WOULD STEP ASIDE IN THE INTEREST 
OF GREATER UNITY AND PLURALISM ON THE LEFT. THUS 
ON LAST THURSDAY, COMMUNIST RENE DESGRAND 
PULLED OUT OF THE VILLEURBANNE RACE THROWING HIS SUPPORT 
BEHIND PSU CANDIDATE, CLAUDE BOURDET, AND THEREFORE 
AGAINST SOCIALIST, CHARLES HERNU. 

2. HERNU IMMEDIATELY LASHED OUT AT THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
AND BOURDET, CLAIMING THAT THE FORMER HAD DESERTED 
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THEIR PARTY RANKS AND FILE, WHILE THE LATTER WOULD 
NOT BE SEEN AGAIN IN VILLEURBANNE AFTER THE ELECTIONS . 

POINTING OUT THAT THE P.S.U. HAD NEVER SIGNED THE 
COMMON PROGRAM, HERNU CALLED ON THE CITY S LEFTITS 
TO CONSOLIDATE THEIR SUPPORT BEHIND HIM THE ONLY 
CANDIDATE OF THE UNIFIED LEFT . 
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3. COUNTER-ATTACKING VIGOROUSLY IN A PRESS CONFERENCE, 

DESGRAND STATED THAT IN VIEW OF HERNU S PAST RECORD 
HE COULD NOT BE THE CANDIDATE OF THE UNIFIED LEFT. 

HE CALLED HIS WITHDRAWAL FROM THE RACE A DECISION 
MADE BYTHE COMMUNIST PARTY AS A GESTURE OF OPENNESS 
TOWARDS OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE LEFT. WHILE CONTINUING 
TO INCIDATE THAT DIFFERENCES EXISTED BETWEEN THE POLITICS 
OF THE P.S.U. AND THE COMMUNISTS, DESGRAND STATED THAT 
THE POINTS OF CONVERGENCE BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES 
COVERED THOSE POINTS WIICH THE SOCIALISTS HAD REFUSED 
TO ACCEPT IN THE UPDATING OF THE COMMON PROGRAM . 

VERSCHUUR 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SOCIALISM, PARTY LINE, POLITICAL PARTIES, ALLEGATIONS, COMMUNISTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 jan 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LYON00020 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780044-1167 
Format: TEL 
From: LYON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 8/aaaaagok. tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c5a4eae4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3799538 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VILLEURBANNE, MANOEUVRES CONTINUE ON THE LEFT 
TAGS: PINT, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c5a4eae4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



